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understand that you are ready for the freedom of your country."
Addressing next the girl students who were present there he
said, " As for your young girls, to you I will only say, that if
I had a girl under my charge I would rather keep her a maiden
all her life than give her away to one who expected a single
pice for taking her for his wife," Finally he banteringly warned
the students that if they contented themselves merely with
singing his praise without meaning to follow his advice, theirs
would be the conduct worthy of bhats or bards only, not
gentlemen.

Young India, 14-2-1929
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" To own up one's defects is the first step towards reform.
I will not therefore speak to you about failings referred to in
your address as I take it that having confessed them you will
spare no effort to eradicate them; but I will speak to you on
one or two other moot questions." He then proceeded to exhort
them to stamp out the liquor habit from their midst. They
might think that moderate drinking might be allowed since it
seemed to do them no harm. But as the Gita said, one had to
shape one's conduct not merely according to one's own require-
ments but also with an eye to the effect that it would have on
others. And if they.saw the terrible havoc that this fell habit
was causing among the working classes of India they would
take a solemn vow not to touch liquor. He next warned them
against the baneful poisonous literature from the West that was
inundating the country and sought under the respectable and
attractive garb of science to seduce them from the path of purity
and self-restraint. Manifestoes justifying self-indulgence were
sometimes issued over the signatures of bishops, doctors, and
other men of weight and' influence bijt they should never allow
themselves to be drawn away from the strait and narrow path
of virtue. The path of self-indulgence and moral indiscipline

* From the speech delivered before the students of the Sindh National
College, Hyderabad, on 14-2-1929.